




1. What Are Digital Stamps?
Digital stamps are black-and-white line drawings or illustrations
provided in digital formats like PNG or JPG. They are similar to
traditional rubber stamps but are printed from a computer,
allowing for scaling, layering, and customizing before printing.
Often used in cardmaking, scrapbooking, and journaling, digital
stamps can be colored using markers, pencils, or digital software.

Key Characteristics:
High-resolution black-and-white images
Usually transparent backgrounds (PNG format)
Easy to resize and combine with other digital elements

Example: Using a Digital Stamp on a Greeting Card
1.Choose a PNG digital stamp (e.g., floral bouquet).
2.Open the image in Canva or Word.
3.Resize to approximately 3" wide and 4" tall.
4.Print on white 110 lb cardstock using a high-resolution

setting.
5.Color using Copic markers, beginning with light tones and

adding depth.
6.Fussy cut the design or use a Cricut.
7.Attach to the front of a blank card base using foam adhesive.
8.Optional: Add a digital sentiment stamp printed and layered

below the image.

Bonus Tip: Layer multiple PNGs together digitally to create your
own stamp scene.



2. What Are Digital Die Cuts?
Digital die cuts are graphic files (most often SVG or DXF) designed
to be cut with electronic cutting machines like Cricut. These files
are vector-based, allowing for clean, scalable designs perfect for
papercraft, vinyl, HTV, and fabric.

Key Characteristics:
Cuttable paths defined in the file
Often multi-layered for depth and dimension
Can include outlines, shadows, and intricate designs

Example: Making a Layered Die Cut Embellishment
1.Download an SVG flower die cut set with 3 layers.
2.Upload the SVG into Cricut Design Space.
3.Resize all layers to approx. 4" wide.
4.Ungroup the layers and assign different colors.
5.Load 3 colors of cardstock into your Cricut.
6.Cut each layer and carefully remove from mat.
7.Use foam dots to stack layers for a 3D flower effect.
8.Attach the embellishment to a tag, card, or shadow box

frame.
Bonus Tip: Use the "Offset" tool in Design Space to create a
background layer for any die cut.



3. Key Differences Between Stamps and Die Cuts

Step-by-Step Comparison Example:
Choose a floral digital stamp and a matching floral SVG die
cut.
Print the stamp, color it, and cut it out.
Upload the die cut to Design Space, cut it from colored
cardstock.
Layer the colored stamp onto the die cut for a dimensional
embellishment.

Bonus Tip: Combining both in one project brings dimension and
custom color together.



4. How to Download and Organize Digital Files

1.Create folders on your computer or cloud service (e.g.,
Google Drive).

Example folders: "Digital Stamps", "Layered Die Cuts",
"Holiday Projects"

2.Rename files for clarity.
Example: "Floral_Border_Stamp.png" or
"LayeredRose_DieCut.svg"

3.Save original and edited versions separately.
4.Backup your files regularly to an external drive or cloud.

Organizing Example:
Create a “Card Projects” folder.
Inside it, add a “Birthday” subfolder.
Place a PNG stamp of balloons and an SVG banner die cut
there.

Bonus Tip: Use a thumbnail viewer to preview image files
without opening each one.



5. How to Use Digital Stamps

1.Open the PNG or JPG in a design program (e.g., Canva, Word,
Photoshop).

2.Resize to fit your project (e.g., 3x4 inches for a card front).
3.Position and layer multiple stamps if desired.
4.Print on white cardstock using high print settings.
5.Let the ink dry completely before coloring.
6.Use alcohol markers, colored pencils, or watercolors to color.
7.Trim the stamp using scissors or an electronic cutter.
8.Attach to your project with glue, tape, or foam dots.

Stamp Scene Example:
Import tree, bunny, and flower stamps.
Arrange into a spring scene digitally.
Print, color, and mount on a scrapbook page.

Bonus Tip: Flatten your stamp arrangement into one image for
easier print-then-cut.



6. How to Use Digital Die Cuts in Design Space

1.Open Cricut Design Space and click “Upload.”
2.Select the SVG file and name it clearly.
3. Insert it onto your canvas.
4.Resize to fit your project dimensions.
5.Ungroup the layers to modify or recolor them.
6.Use “Attach” to hold positions or “Weld” to merge shapes.
7.Click “Make It” and follow prompts to cut.
8.Weed the design and use transfer tape for vinyl, or glue for

paper.

Example: Layered Phrase Die Cut
Upload a layered "Happy Birthday" SVG.
Assign base layer to dark color, top layer to white.
Cut and stack for a bold greeting.

Bonus Tip: Use "Duplicate" and "Offset" to make shadows and
mats easily.



7. 10 Techniques for Stunning Results

1.Layered Dimension: Stack die cuts with foam tape.
2.Shadow Effects: Cut shapes twice and offset slightly.
3.Color Blending: Use markers or watercolor pencils.
4.Foil Accents: Print stamps and run through laminator with

foil.
5.Vellum Overlays: Print stamps on vellum for a soft look.
6.Shaped Cards: Use large SVGs as card bases.
7.Print-Then-Cut Scenes: Combine PNG stamps with SVG

frames.
8.Watercolor Backgrounds: Create soft ink washes.
9.Heat Embossing: Trace printed stamps with embossing pens.

10.Stitch Accents: Add hand stitching around stamped panels.

Technique Example:
Create a vellum overlay with printed floral stamp.
Place over a die-cut frame with foam tape.
Add stitching along the card edge for mixed texture.



8. Tips for Coloring and Embellishing

Cardstock: Use smooth, thick paper for best results.
Light to Dark: Build up tones gradually.
Layering: Combine pencil and marker for depth.
Add Sparkle: Use glitter pens or Wink of Stella.
Test First: Try on scraps to avoid mistakes.

Coloring Example:
Start with light peach in center of a flower.
Add darker pink to edges, blend with mid-tone.
Use white pencil for highlights.

Bonus Tip: Add enamel dots or sequins around stamped
clusters for extra pop.



9. Best File Types for Digital Crafting

File Use Example:
Use PNG for layering a digital flower over a background.
Use SVG to cut a matching leaf die cut to layer underneath.

Bonus Tip: Convert JPG to PNG using free online tools for
cleaner results.



10.  Project Tutorials

Project 1: Butterfly Gatefold Card
Materials Needed:
Digital butterfly stamp (PNG), Decorative corner die cuts (SVG)
Card base cardstock (heavyweight 110 lb), White cardstock for
stamping
Colored markers or pencils, Cricut machine and Design Space
Double-sided tape or glue, Scoreboard and bone folder

Step-by-Step Instructions:
Step 1: Set Up Your Card Base

1.Cut a piece of 8.5" x 5.5" cardstock.
2.Score at 2 1/8" from each end to create a gatefold.
3.Fold both flaps toward the center and crease well.

Step 2: Prepare Digital Stamp
1.Open the butterfly PNG in Canva, Word, or Procreate.
2.Resize the image to about 3" wide.
3.Print on white cardstock at 300 DPI.
4.Color using markers or watercolor pencils.

Step 3: Cut and Prepare Die Cuts
1.Upload the decorative corner SVGs to Design Space.
2.Resize to fit the gatefold flaps.
3.Cut out 4 corners using patterned cardstock.
4.Optional: Add ink around the edges for distressing.

Step 4: Assemble the Card
1.Glue two decorative corners on the outer left flap, and two

on the right.
2.Mount the colored butterfly on foam dots and attach to the

center, overlapping both flaps (but glue only one side so it
opens correctly).

3.Add a small digital sentiment inside the card.



Project 2: Floral Shadow Box

Materials Needed:
Layered floral die cuts (SVG)
Sentiment digital stamp (PNG)
Vellum sheet (for overlay)
Cardstock for shadow box frame (12" x 12")
Foam tape
Cricut machine and Design Space
Scoring tool and paper trimmer
Glue and embellishments (e.g., pearls)

Step-by-Step Instructions:
Step 1: Create the Shadow Box Base

1.Use Design Space or a template to create a 9" x 9" square
shadow box with 1" sides.

2.Cut the pieces on your Cricut and score fold lines.
3.Assemble the frame using strong adhesive.

Step 2: Cut Floral Layers
1.Upload the floral layered SVG into Design Space.
2.Resize as needed (around 5" to 6" total).
3.Cut each layer in coordinating shades.
4.Stack and glue using foam tape for 3D dimension.

Step 3: Add the Digital Stamp Sentiment
1.Print the sentiment PNG on vellum.
2.Trim to size and layer behind a cut-out window or floral

opening.
3.Use glue dots or clear adhesive to attach.

Step 4: Final Assembly
1.Mount the floral die cut on the center of the shadow box.
2.Add pearl embellishments or glitter.
3. Insert into a shadow box frame or leave freestanding.

\



Project 3: Digital Stamp Pop-Up Tag

Materials Needed:
Digital stamp (e.g., vintage floral or fun critter)
Tag base and pop-up SVG (interactive die cut)
Cardstock: base and layering
Markers or colored pencils
Cricut machine and Design Space
Bone folder and scoring board
Small brads or glue dots

Step-by-Step Instructions:
Step 1: Prepare the Tag Base

1.Upload the pop-up tag SVG file to Design Space.
2.Resize to approx. 3" x 5".
3.Cut two layers: a base and a pop-up mechanism layer.
4.Score and fold where indicated.

Step 2: Print and Color the Stamp
1. Import your digital stamp into a program and resize to fit the

tag window (approx. 2.5").
2.Print on white cardstock.
3.Color with desired media and trim.

Step 3: Build the Pop-Up
1.Glue the colored stamp onto the base tag, centered in the

pop-up window.
2.Attach the pop-up layer using brads or foam dots so it

“pops” when pulled.
3.Test the mechanism before final assembly.

Step 4: Embellish and Finish
1.Add a digital die cut label with a greeting or name.
2.Tie a ribbon or twine through the top.
3.Add washi tape, rhinestones, or layered die cuts as accents.



11. Troubleshooting Common Issues

Issue: Images won’t upload to Cricut
Solution: Convert to SVG or flatten a PNG with high contrast.

Issue: File won’t print clearly
Solution: Use 300 DPI and print on premium white
cardstock.

Issue: Cuts are misaligned
Solution: Use “Attach” in Design Space to lock placement.

Issue: Blurry coloring results
Solution: Allow ink to dry before coloring. Use archival ink.

Issue: Cricut won’t recognize Print Then Cut
Solution: Ensure your printed file has a solid registration box
and is flattened.

Issue: SVG files appear blank in Design Space
Solution: Zoom out or check for hidden layers; some SVGs
are very large or off-canvas.

Issue: Machine tears intricate cuts
Solution: Use "Cardstock for Intricate Cuts" setting or adjust
pressure/speed.

Issue: Colored layers don’t align perfectly
Solution: Use the “Align” tool and attach grouped layers
before cutting.

Issue: Stamps print with jagged lines
Solution: Re-download high-resolution versions or print from
a vector PDF.

Issue: Vellum or glossy paper smudges
Solution: Use pigment ink and allow extra drying time or heat set
with a tool



12. Glossary of Terms

Digital Stamp: A black-and-white digital image used in
crafting.
Die Cut: A shape cut from a digital file, often via Cricut or
Silhouette.
SVG (Scalable Vector Graphic): A file used for cutting
machines.
PNG: A digital image file with transparent background.
Flatten: A function in Cricut Design Space to prep images
for Print Then Cut.
Layering: Stacking multiple images or shapes for a 3D look.
Fussy Cutting: Hand-cutting images from printed designs.
Offset: A background shadow created around an image in
Design Space.



13. Bonus Practice Pages
These practice projects are designed to help you apply the
techniques in this guide. Each includes step-by-step instructions
so you can learn by doing.

Practice Project 1: Print and Color Sample Stamps
Goal: Learn how to handle, print, and color digital stamps.
Steps:

1.Download a sample digital stamp in PNG format.
2.Open the file in Canva or Word and resize it to fit an A2 card

front (approx. 4.25" x 5.5").
3.Print on smooth white cardstock at 300 DPI.
4.Allow the ink to dry completely.
5.Use alcohol markers, colored pencils, or watercolors to color

the image.
6.Cut out the stamp using scissors or a Scan N Cut.
7.Mount on a card base with glue or foam dots.

Practice Project 2: Cut Layered Die Shapes and Assemble
Goal: Practice uploading and cutting SVG files and assembling
layered elements.
Steps:

1.Download a multi-layered flower SVG file.
2.Upload the file to Cricut Design Space.
3.Resize to about 4" wide.
4.Assign colors to each layer (e.g., pink for petals, green for

leaves).
5.Cut each layer from cardstock.
6.Use foam dots or glue to layer from largest to smallest.
7.Use the flower as a tag embellishment or greeting card

centerpiece.



13. Bonus Practice Pages

Practice Project 3: Combine Stamps and Die Cuts on a Mini
Card
Goal: Practice layering and integrating stamps and die cuts.
Steps:

1.Choose one digital stamp (e.g., cupcake) and one SVG frame.
2.Print and color the stamp, then fussy cut.
3.Upload and cut the frame from coordinating cardstock.
4.Layer the stamp inside the frame using foam tape.
5.Attach the frame to a 4" x 4" mini card base.
6.Add embellishments such as sequins or a printed sentiment.

Practice Project 4: Faux Watercolor Background with Digital
Stamp
Goal: Learn how to create mixed media backgrounds and add
digital stamp accents.
Steps:

1.On watercolor paper, create a wash using diluted dye inks or
watercolors.

2.Let the background dry.
3.Print a floral digital stamp on white cardstock and color.
4.Fussy cut the flower.
5.Attach it to the watercolor background with glue.
6.Add a small sentiment tag or printed word strip.



13. Bonus Practice Pages

Practice Project 5: Place and Align Elements in Design Space
Goal: Practice importing, arranging, and aligning digital elements.
Steps:

1.Upload a digital stamp PNG and a coordinating SVG shape to
Cricut Design Space.

2.Place both on the canvas and resize appropriately.
3.Use the “Align” tool to center them horizontally.
4.Group or “Attach” them if using Print Then Cut.
5.Preview your project on the mat before cutting or printing.

Bonus Tip: Use “Duplicate” and “Offset” to explore variations of
your layout.

These practice pages are ideal for printing and using in your
crafting sessions or teaching environments. They reinforce
essential skills like alignment, layering, coloring, and hybrid
digital/physical crafting techniques.



Grab Yours Now

https://bettesmakes.com/digital-kits/

